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Curriculum development

In England the National Curriculum Council
reviews the curriculum and how it is assessed.
It undertakes research and development and
publishes information about the curriculum.
Similar bodies exist in Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales.

Technical and  Vocational
Initiative (TVEI)
The TVEI ensures that the school curriculum

Education

relates to the working environment,
particularly in the areas of science,
technology and modern languages. It is
financed and administered by the Department
of Employment, the Scottish Office Industry
Department and the Welsh Office.
Information Technology is strongly
emphasised, so that pupils become familiar
with new thchnologies and use them to aid

learning.

Examinations and qualifications

The General Certificate of Secondary
Education (GCSE) is the main examination
taken by secondary school pupils in England,
Wales and Nothern Ireland around the age of
16. It is the main method of assessing

THE BRITISH EDUCATION SYSTEM

NOELLE CAULFIELD

progress in the last two years of compulsory
education.

Assessment for the core subjects of the
National Curriculum started in September
1992. Assessment for the foundation subjects
will be introduced gradually. The first exams
under the National Curriculum will take place
in 1994,

At the moment there are seven pass
grades at GCSE (A-G) and ‘U’ which is
ungraded, or fail. GCSE grades will probably
be brought into line with the National
Curriculum Attainment Targets.
egA-Level 9/10; B-Level 8; C-Level 7; D and
E-Level 6; F-Level 5; G-Level 4; U-Level 1,2
or3

Certificate of Pre-Vocational Education
(CPVE)

CPVE allows students to continue in full-
time education for one additional year after
16. During this year they receive a broad-
based preparation for work through vocation
and other course.

Business and Technical Education Council
(BTEC)

BTEC First Diplomas can now be offered in
schools for 16-19 year-olds as preparation for
work or higher education.

In Scotland, pupils take Scottish
Certificate of Education (SCE) Standard
Grade, at the end of their fourth year of
secondary education. In the fifth years, they
take the Higher Grade, which is the basis for
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entry to higher education or professional
training.

A level and AS

In 1984, 6096 of 16 year-old schllo-levers with
at least 4 O level passes (A, B or C, or CSE
grade 1), continued full-time education.

Most students study three A levels. The
introduction of AS has increased choice for
students. They may now follow a broader
course of study.

There are about 80 A level subjects to
choose from, and about 50 AS. Not all are
available in every school or college. The
choice of A or AS subjects may also be
limited by the GCSE passes you have. Some A
levels need paticular GCSE qualifications as
entry requirements.

A level courses usually last for 2
academic years. Exams are taken after 5.5
terms of full-time study. (Intensive one-year
courses are available for older students and
students in further education colleges.)

Apart from written examinations, some
subjects also have orals and practicals or
projects undertaken through the year.

Although syllabuses for any given
subject may vary, there is an agreement as to
a common core for each subject. This common
core will take up about 7094 of the syllabus.

AS level are also taught over 2 years.
They are the same academic standard as A
level, but they cover only about half the
width of the A level, and take only about half
the timetable time of an A level. There is no
common core between AS syllabuses.

Some universities and other institutes of
higher education now include AS level in their
entry requirements.

Progress reports
In England and Wales, parents receive yearly

progress reports showing their children's
National Curriculum achievements, public
exam results and general progress.

In Scotland and Northern Ireland, new
systems of progress reporting are being
introduced.

Educational standards

Educational standards are maintained with
the help of the Office for Standards in
Education. This office is independent of the
Government, but advises it on quality,
standards and efficiency in school education.
Inspectors check every school regularly.
Parents will receive a summary of the
inspection report.

Careers education and guidance
POST-SCHOOL EDUCATION

Eurther education
Post-school education takes place at
universities, Scottish central institutions and
colleges of education, further and higher
education college, adult education centres,
colleges of technology, colleges of art and
design, agricultural and horticultural
colleges, and other specialist establishments.
Every 16 and 17 year-old is guaranteed a
place in futher education or training.
Further

colleges are autonomous. They are allocated

education and sixth-form
funds from further education funding
councils.

The proportion of people going on to
further education has risen from 1 in 8 in
1980, to 1 in 5 by 1990, it is expected to reach
1 in 3 by the year-2000.

About 1.5 million students in Britain are
taking full-time post-school
courses which include supervised experience in

education
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a relevant job. There are also 4 million in
part-time education, half of which are in
adult education,

Higher education

Since 1992, there are no longer distinctions
between universities, polytechnics and other
higher education estabishments. Funding
councils in England, Wales and Scotland
allocate public funds for teaching and general
research.

All major higher education institutions
can now award degrees. Uniformity of
standards is promoted by employing external
examiners for all university exams.

There are 79 universities (including the
Open University) They are completely
autonomous. They appoint their own staff,
admit students, provide their own courses
and award their own degress. Admission is by
selection. In 1990-91 there were 353,000
full-time students (from home and overseas),
64,000 were post-graduates. The ratio of staff
to full-time students is about 1: 11.

First degree courses are mainly full-time
and last 3 years. The most common degree
titles in England, Wales and Northern Ireland
for first degrees are Bachelor of Arts (BA) or
Bachelor of Science (Bsc), and for second
degrees Master of Arts (MA), Master of
Science (Msc) or Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
(In Scottish universities, MA is used for first
degrees in arts subjects.)

Vocational qualifications
The National Council for Vocational
Qualifications was set up in 1986 to reform
vocational qualifications in England, Wales
and Northern Ireland. It is establishing
National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs)
based on defined levels of achievement.

The Government is keen to promote

equality of staus for academic and vocational
qualifications.

Teacher training
Most teachers in maintained schools must
have completed a course of teacher training.
These courses take place at universities and
other higher education establishments.
Undergraduates usually qualify by taking a
Bachelor of Education (Bed) honours degree,
which take 4 years. Postgraduates usually
take a one-year Postgraduate Certificate of
Education (PGCE)

During training, up to two-thirds of the
time may be spent in schools.

OVERSEAS LINKS

Many people from overseas study in Britain,
and many British people work and train
overseas. There are particularly close ties
between Britain and the rest of the European
Community. In the Academic year 1990-91,
there were about 87,000 overseas students at
universities and other higher education
establishments. About 26,000 were from
European Community menber states.

Many schemes are in place to promote
ocerseas links.
ERAMUS-European Action Scheme for
Mobility of University Studens. Provides
grants for community students to study in
other menber states.
LINGUA-Encourages the teaching and
learning of foreign languages, and provides
grants for projects and student exchanges.
COMETT-European
Programme for Education and training for

Community  Action
Technology. Promotes co-operation between
higher  education estabishments and
commercial enterprises in technological

training.
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POST-SCHOOL EDUCATION

Further education

Post-school education takes place at
universities, Scottish central institutions and
colleges of education, further an higher
education colleges, adult education centres,
colleges of technology, colleges of art and
horticultural

design, agricultural and

colleges, and other specialist establishments,

Every 16 and 17 year-old is guaranteed a place
in further education or training.

Further education and sixth-form colleges are
autonomous. They are allocated funds from
further education funding councils.

The proportion of people going on to further
education has risen from 1 in 8 in 1980, to 1 in
5 by 1990, it is expected to reach 1 in 3 by the
year 2000.

About 1.5 million students in Britain are
post-school
courses which include supervised experience in

taking full-time education
a relevant job. There are also 4 million in
part-time education, half of which are in
adult education.

Higher education

Since 1992, there are no longer
distinctions between universities,
polytechnics and other higher education
establishmets. Funding councils in England,
Wales and Scotland allocate public funds for

teaching and general research.

All major higher education institutions can
now award degrees.

Uniformity of standards is promoted by
employing external examiners for all

university exams.

There are 79 universities (including the
Open University). They are completely
autonomous.

They appoint their own staff, admit
students, provide their own courses and
award their own degrees.

Admission is by selection. In 1980-91 there
were 353,000 full-time students (from home
and overseas), 64,000 were post-graduates.
The ratio of staff to full-time students is
about 1: 11,

First degree courses are mainly full-time and
last 3 years. The most common degree titles
in England, Wales and Northern Ireland for
first degrees are Bachelor of Arts (BA) or
Bachelor of Science (BSc), and for second
degrees Master of Arts (MA), Master of
Science (MSc) or Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD).

(In Scottish universities, MA is used for first
degrees in arts subjects.)

Vocational qualifications

The National Council for Vocational
Qualifications was set up in 1986 to reform
vocational qualifications in England, Wales
and Northern Ireland. It is establishing
National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs)
based on defined levels of achievement.

The Goverment is keen to promote equality of
status  for
qualifications.

academic and vocational

Teacher training

Most teachers in maintained schools
must have completed a course of teacher
training. These courses take place at
universities and other higher education



establishments. Under graduates usually
qualify by taking a Bachelor of Education
(BEd) honours degree, which takes 4 years.
Postgraducates usually take a one-year
Postgraducate Certificate of Education
(PGCE).

During training, up to two-thirds of the time
may be spent in schools.

OVERSEAS LINKS

Many people from overseas study in
Britain, and many British people work and
train overseas.

There are particularly close ties between
Britain and the rest of the European
Community.

In the Academic year 1990-91, there were
about 87,000 overseas students at universities
and other higher education establishments.
About 26,000 were from
Community member states.

European

Many schemes are in place to promote
overseas links.

ERASNMUS-European Action Scheme for
Mobility of University Students. Provides
grants for community students to study in
other member state.

LINGUA-Encourages the teaching and
learning of foreign languages, and provides
grants for projects and student exchanges.

COMETT-European Community Action
Programme for Education and training for
Technology. Promotes co-operation between
higher  education establishments and
commercial enterprises in technological

training.

Adress: C.P. Caulfield Dept. of Physics U. of
Toronto 60 St George St Toront,
ONT M5S 1A7 CANADA
e-mail: colm@rainbow. physics. utoronto. ca
Tel: 1-416-978-2661 (work)
1-416-777-9020 (home)
FAX: 1-416-978-8305
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