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1 THE AIM OF THE BRITISH EDUCATION
SYSTEM

“To develop fully the abilities of indi-
viduals, both young and old, for their own
benefit, and that of society as a whole.”

(Aspects of Britain : Education, HMSO)

In recent years, the education system in
Britain has undergone many changes. The
government aims to raise standards in
schools, increase parents choice of school and
improve relationships between parents and
schools.  Further and higher education
should be more accessible.

(“Further education” refers to all education
available outside of school, for people aged

over 16, of a standard up to and including A
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levels or their equivalent. “Higher educa-
tion” refers to degrees and other courses of a
higher standard than A levels or their equiva-
lent.)

Schools must be well managed. They must
offer a broad and balanced curriculum for all
students. They should help students to de-
velop the skills and qualities that are needed
for adult life. Schools should have well-

trained teachers.

In Britain, schools are encouraged to be re-
sponsive to the needs of a multi-ethnic soci-
ety. For example, some schools provide relig-
ious education for different ethnic groups.
Other schools may relax their dress code to
cater for cultural differences.

The Government wants to ensure that partici-
pation in further education becomes the norm
for 16 and 17 year-olds. [t is important that
vocational qualifcations are improved so
that more young people and adults can
achieve higher levels of skills and expertise.

Higher education must retain its high quality
and become more relevant to the needs of stu-
dents and society. There should always be
enough places in higher education for people
who are qualified and motivated.

Higher education institutions are encouraged
to recruit more students from ethnic minori-
ties and other groups that are under-
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represented, so that the benefits of higher
education reach more people.

2 SCHOOLS

Full-time education at school (or elsewhere),
is compulsory between the ages of 5and 16
years in Great Britain. Four to 16 in

Northern Ireland.

Compulsory education in Britain is organised
in many different ways. At5 (4in Northern
Ireland) most children will go to infant
school, or an infants’ department a in larger
school. Many children will go to junior school
at 7 years old. The normal age to go on to sec-
ondary school is i1.

Some local authorities in England have a sys-
tem of ‘first’, ‘middle’ and ‘senior’ schools.
Children start ‘first’'school atb years old,
‘Middle’
school covers all age ranges from 8-14 years.

and stay until they are8, 9or 10.

After middle school, children would go on to
*senior’ school until 16 (the end of compul-
sory schooling), or 18.

COMPULSORY EDUCATION

PRIMARY SECONDARY
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Nursery and primary schools

There is no statutory requirement to educate
children under 5years of age in Britain.
However, 509 of 3 and 4 year-olds go to nurs-
ery schools, nursery classes, or infants’
classes in junior schools. Many children also
attend pre-school playgroups.

In Scotland, primary schools take children
from 5-12 years.

Secondary schools

About 9095 of secondary school students at-
These take
pupils without any reference to aptitude or

tend ‘comprehensive’ schools.

ability. They provide a wide range of secon-
dary education.

Most other pupils go to ‘grammar’ schools or
‘secondary modern’ schools. Selection proce-
dures for these types of school vary.

There are many different ways in which sec-
ondary schools may be organised. Three such
ways are :

a schools which take the full range, 11to 18
year-olds ;

b ‘middle schools’ which only have pupils to
agel2, 13or14, (Pupils would then move to
another school.) ;

¢ schools with an age range of 11 or 12 to 16,
combined with a sixth-form or a ‘tertiary col-
lege’ for pupils over 16 wishing to continue.

‘Sixth-form colleges’ are schools which some-
times provide non-academic courses as well as
traditional academic studies. ‘Tertiary col-
leges’ offer a wide range of full-and part-time
vocational and academic courses for over 16s.
‘City technology colleges' are required to of-
fer the full range of the National Curriculum,
but they emphasise on technology, science and

business.
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In Scotland, most secondary schools are6-
year comprehensives with no selection proce-
dure.

Entrance to secondary education in Northern
Ireland is mostly based on selective tests.

Numbers of students

About 9 million children attend 34,800 state
and independent schools in Britain. About
939 receive education which is financed by
public funds (state schools). About 7% at-
tend independent schools, which are financed
by fees paid for by parents.

Most primary schools are mixed (boys and
girls taught together). In England and
Wales, 80% of public funded secondary
schools are mixed. In Northern Ireland, 6094,
and in Scotland nearly all secondary schools
are mixed.

Most independent secondary schools are
single-sex, but the number of mixed schools is
growing.

Parents have a statutory right to choose the
school for their children.

Schools must publish their admissions crite-
ria, their exam results and other basic infor-
mation. All schools in a local area (inde-
pendent and maintained) must be listed on
comparative tables which show exam results,
truancy rates, National Curriculum assess-
ment results and the destinations of school
leavers. This is a new law, effective from
the beginning of this year (1993).

Public funded schools
In England and Wales there are three main
types of public funded school ;

22 5 (1994)

- county schools - these are owned and main-
tained by LEAs. All funding is from public
funds;

- voluntary aided and voluntary controlled
schools - these are mostly established by re-
ligious denominations. They are also main-
tained from public funds, but the governors
contribute to capital costs; -grant- main-
tained schools - these have chosen to opt out
of LEA control after a vote by parents.
(Legislation to allow this was passed in
1988.) More and more schools are choosing
this option.

Most publicly funded school education is the
responsibility of LEAs. LEAs employ teach-
ers and other staff. They provide buildings
and look after them, and they supply equip-
ment and materials.

In Engalnd and Wales, LEAs also award
grants to students going on to further and
higher education.

Estimated spending on education in Britain
for 1991-2 was 29,300 million pounds Sterling.
About 7095 of this was incurred by LEAs.
Most LEA funding comes from local taxa-
tion, but the Government does fund some
parts of the education service. Eg 1992-93
the Government is contributing 228 million
pound Sterling towards 377 million to be
(National
Curriculum, local management of schools,

spent on national projects.

teacher recruitment, information technology
(IT) and health education in schools.)

Schools which have opted out of LEA control
receive their funding directly from the
Government.
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Each publicly funded school has a governing
body. This includes parents, teachers and
governors appointed by the LEA. Working
with the school head, they determine aims
and curriculum policy, allocate budget and in-
terview and appoint staff.

In grant-maintained schools the governing
body is made up of 5elected parents, lor2
teachers (elected by other teachers at the
shool), the head teacher and 8 or 9 other gov-
ernors. According to current trends, it is es-
timated that 1,500 schools could be grant
maintained by April 1994.

In Scotland, most schools supported by public
funds are known as public schools. (This is
not the same as “Public School” in England).
Education authorities provide funding and es-
tablish school boards to aid administration
and management. School boards include
parents and teachers and members of the lo-
cal community. As in England and Wales,
parents can vote for local self-management.
In this case schools would receive funding di-
rectly from the government.

In Northern Ireland the main categories of
public funded schools are: -controlled
schools - funded from the education and li-
brary boards (these are similar to the LEAs).
They are managed by boards of governors ; -
maintained schools - managed by boards of
governors with general management from the
Council for Catholic Maintained Schools; -
voluntary grammar schools-may have
Catholic or non-denominational boards of
governors ; -grant-maintained integrated
schools - these take both Protestant and
Catholic pupils. (There are 16 of these
schools, 2,800pupils.)  All grant-aided
schools include elected parents and teachers

on their boards of governors.

Independent schools

There are 2,475 independent schools educating
608,000 pupils of all ages.

Independent schools can be anything from
small kindergartens to large boarding
schools. Some are set up by religious orders
and ethnic minorities.

There are 600 ‘preparatory’ schools (boys,
girls and mixed), which prepare children from
ageTtoll, 120r 1310 go on to senior school.
Some cater for younger children as well.

There are550 independent schools known as
‘public schools’. These belong to several dif-
ferent organisations, eg the Headmasters'
Conference or the Governing Bodies

Association.

Fees for independent schools are paid for by
the parents and can cost from 300 pounds
Sterling per term (day pupils at nursery age)
to 3,500 pounds Sterling per term for senior
boarding pupils. There are bursaries and
Government assisted places available for
some children.

Special educational needs

‘Special educational needs’ refers to all types
of learning difficulty, including mental and
physical disabilities which affect learning.

LEAs have a special responsibility for chil-
dren with severe learning difficulties. They
must assess and find suitable provision for
their needs. Parents have the right to be in-
volved in any decisions about special educa-
tion.
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Wherever possible, children with special needs
are educated in ordinary schools.

There are 1,900 special schools catering for
about 125,000 pupils who cannot be educated
at ordinary schools. Some are run by volun-
tary organisations, or established in hospi-
tals.

3 THE CURRICULUM AND
EXAMINATIONS

The National Curriculum

England and Wales

The National Curriculum has been gradually
introduced into primary and secondary
schools in England and Wales since 1989. It
is intended to widen educational opportuni-
ties by offering a broad and balanced curricu-
lum which is relevant to indivuals and the
world they live in.

The ‘core’ subjects are : English ; mathemat-
ics ; science ; religious education.

The ‘foundation’ subjects are : history; ge-
ography ; technology ; music; art ; physical
education. In secondary school, a modern
foreign language is also a foundation sub-

ject.)

In Wales, Welsh is a core subject in Welsh-
speaking schools and a foundation subject
elsewhere.

Core subjects are taught to all children from
the age of 5to 16.

(More information needed on attainment tar-
gets, statements of attainment, manner and
form of assessment.)

# 22 75 (1994)

Testing according 1o attainment targets
takes place at the ages of 7, 11, 14 and 16.
Performance is assessed in relation to attain-
ment targets in terms of skills, knowledge
and level of understanding.

Scotland

In Scotland, the education authorities and
head-teachers are responsible for the content
and management of the curriculum.

The Scottish Consultative Council on the
Curriculum recommends a broad and bal-
anced curriculum based on : English ; mathe-
matics ; science; a modern European lan-
guage ; social studies ; technology ; art ; mu-
sic or drama ; religious and moral education ;
physical education.

Northern Ireland

A common curriculum is being introduced in
Northern Ireland based on : English ; science
nad technology ; the environment and society
; creative and expressive studies ; and in sec-
ondary schools, language studies.

The Northern Irish system has six compulsory
cross-curricular themes : education for mu-
tual understanding; cultural heritage;
health education ; information technology ;
and in secondary schools, economic awareness

and careers education.
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